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Mrs. Karl Dalton, a member of the Navaho Tribe of 


Indians, presents the manuscript of the first complete 

Navaho New Testament to Secretary Nida at the 

137th Annual Meeting of the American Bible Society 
(See story on page 95) 


The Great Primer Testament in 


Hospital 


Ministry 


A Chaplain working among Disabled Veterans bears testimony to the value of a particular item 
in the Society's wide variety of Scripture publications : 


BY ELIAS R. CALLAHAN 


N THE Veterans’ Hospital at Tuscaloosa, Alabama there 
I are patients from every war in which our nation has 
participated, as far back as the Spanish-American War. 
We have both men and women patients, some of whom 
are elderly and naturally have failing sight. Chaplain 
Harvey C. Porter and I have worked together with these 
patients for about seven years as Protestant chaplains. 


So many of our patients read the Bible when they are 


“‘T am highly pleased with my large-type Bible. It is a source 
joy to me, as I can read it without eye-strain and hence with 
flagging interest. When I leave the hospital, I want to take 
home with me, for even the children will have more interest 1 
it than in the one with the ordinary print.” 

“T wish to express my appreciation and interest to Americ 
Bible Society for bringing to us the large-print Bible. Many of 
can read this one who otherwise could not read any.” 

“To the American Bible Society: Through your kindness Cha 
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the usual small type used in most Bibles and Testaments. 
Just as surely were we gladdened when we secured some 
copies of the Great Primer New Testament and Psalms 
from the American Bible Society for them. Time after 
time we see a patient’s face light up with a smile of de- 
light when he looks at the large, clear type. The typical 
comment is, ‘‘Why, chaplain, I can read that, even without 
my glasses!” When we turn to leave, and glance back over 
our shoulders, we see the patients reading again what 
had been only a dim memory from other days or brief 
quotations that the chaplains had left with them. 


Really, the Great Primer Testament opened up a new 
ministry for us, and a new field of delight for the patient. 
Many times we get a request from a patient in some ward, 
“Chaplain, do you have any more Bibles like you gave so- 
and-so? That is the finest thing I ever saw.” It would be a 
request for a large-type New Testament and Psalms. It is 
a bright spot in a chaplain’s work-day to see the joy of a 
patient when one is placed in his hands. 

Time after time some patient tries to make payment for 
the Testament, but of course, it cannot be accepted. Here 
are some typical expressions of appreciation from patients 
who have received a Great Primer Testament: 


tives much good work will be achieved through the years 

Testimonies have come from patients who declare thei 
renewed interest in the Lord’s work and their rededicatio 
to the Lord as they peruse its pages. It means more t 
them, as they can read it without eye-strain and the loss 
interest that accompanies such strain. The Great Prime 
Testament has given us many opportunities for ser 
which would not have been ours, had not the patiel 
found an interesting verse or passage and asked for hel 
in coming to understand it: for many are like the Eunue 
of The Acts 8, who said, “How can I, unless some man help 
me?” ‘The Word thus becomes a cause of renewed interes 
and renewed vows of allegiance, as through its help w 
lead them to see their responsibilities and their privilege 
as Christians. 

The same thing is true regarding the professions of fait 
which the patients make through reading their Testa 
ments. In itself, its reading leads to an understanding 
the plan of salvation. As a means of help to us chaplaii 
it opens the way for discussion as the reader meets quik 
tions in his study and brings them to our attention. The as 
surance that comes is so normal; whereupon peace and cot 
tentment naturally follow. That is what we want, isn’t i 
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A SHORT time ago a Bible seller in Syria was 
dragged off to the local police court for selling 
what appeared to be highly inflammatory political 
propaganda. The judge examined these strange books 
carefully and then demanded, ‘‘Where is that man 
Paul who wrote this book to the Romans? Bring him 
into this court!” 
~ The Bible seller did his best to explain to the judge 
that the Apostle Paul died almost two thousand years 
ago. The judge was slow to be convinced, but finally 
he said to the Bible seller: ‘‘Here, you sign a state- 
ment declaring that you will be personally respon- 
sible for everything written in this book to the Ro- 
mans. This document is too contemporary and its 
significance too timely not to have someone person- 
ally responsible for its contents.” 
Few Chyistians have the insight of this Mohamme- 
dan judge. We tend to look upon the Bible as an 
ancient book, more or less unrelated and unrelatable 
to our modern industrial civilization. Of course, we 
revere the Bible but too often we do not read it. 
e honor it with high-sounding praise, but too many 
fus do not believe it with our hearts. We quote it 
but we do not live it. 
’ Perhaps the Bible would take on new meaning for 
s if we realized that it is not only the best loved, but 
lso the most hated book in the world. While millions 
f people respect it, other millions suspect it. It is 
forbidden entrance into many parts of the world, and 
its distribution is systematically thwarted by its ene- 
ties. I have been in places where the Bible is called 
‘the Book of the Devil,’’ so hostile has been the atti- 
tude of the established religion to the message of this 
nique Book. 
- But despite all opposition the Bible still remains the 
orld’s all-time best seller and has been translated in 
whole or in part into a total of 1,059 languages. ‘The 
entire Bible exists in 197 languages, and the New 
Testament in 257 more. Already Scriptures have 
been published in the languages of at least 90 per- 
sent of the world’s population. 
_ There has been no other book like the Buble 
_ The task of translating the Word. of God into the 
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The Book of Life 


An address on the Uniqueness of the Bible and its Message, delivered before the 137th Annual Meeting 
of the American Bible Socrety on May 14, 1953 by the Societys Secretary for Translations 


DYAEUGENEVA.ONTIDA 


hundreds of languages in which it is currently pub- 
lished has not been an easy one. However, the great- 
est difficulties have not been the perils of arduous 
journeys over stormy seas or through dense jungles; 
nor have they been the risks of translating this mes- 
sage in defiance of governments and ecclesiastical 
powers, who have succeeded in some instances in im- 
prisoning and burning such translators at the stake. 


Mastering sounds 

The missionary’s hardest task has been mastering 
queer sounds, analyzing strange grammars and learn- 
ing the meanings of thousands of unusual words. ‘The 
missionary translator finds no published dictionary or 
erammar for his study of an aboriginal language. 
First, he must sit down with the people, listen to them 
speak and determine the correct letters with which to 
write what seems at first to be just a jumble of impos- 
sible sounds. For instance, in the Quechua language 
of the wind-swept highlands of Bolivia, he finds six 
different kinds of k-like sounds; three of them made 
in the middle part of the mouth and three made far 
back in the throat. Two are simple sounds, two others 
have puffs of air, and the last two seem to pop right 
out of the throat. He must not make a mistake in 
pronouncing these k’s or he will confuse “dumb 
spirits’ with ‘‘dirty spirits” and talk about ‘“half- 
cooked food” rather than ‘“‘tongues.”’ 


Interpreting tones 

In some languages the problem is one of tones. 
Pronouncing the same consonants and vowels with a 
different pitch of the voice changes the meaning en- 
tirely. In Mongbandi, spoken in the northern part of 
the Congo, you can pronounce ya mbi with the voice 
going up, and it will mean ‘‘my wife”; but the same 
with no rise in the voice means “‘my stomach.”’ In the 
Lahu language of Southeast Asia one hears the form 
cha used with seven different tones, meaning seven 
entirely different things — “‘eat,’? “‘boil,” “‘seek,” 
“feed,” “rice,” “push” and ‘‘machine.”’ Just a slip 
of the tone and one would be pushing the rice and 
eating the machine. (Continued on page 88) 
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The Book That Unlocked Prison Doors 


Another story of a miracle-working Bible, as told to J. W. Limkemann, the Society's Secretary of the Centrai 
America Agency, by a veteran missionary of the Evangelical and Rzformed Mission at San Pedro Sula, Honduras 


BY Leelee 


N COLONIAL days the Spaniards built the fortress 
I of Omoa on the north coast of Honduras as one 
of the outposts of empire. There it stands today after 
braving centuries of inclement tropical weather. It 
is a monument to the skill and solidity of Spanish 
colonial construction. Originally it stood as a chal- 
lenge to the buccaneers who might be tempted to loot 
the coast. Today it is a bleak symbol of fear for the 
criminals of Honduras. When a man hears himself 
sentenced to Omoa, he loses all hope of ever return- 
ing. Only the most desperate and incorrigible are 
committed to that isolated prison on the Caribbean 
coast. 

Don Pedro lived the early years of his life in eastern 
Honduras. There, in agriculturally rich Danli, he 
enjoyed freedom, wholesome society, a mild climate 
and the good things that the earth so bountifully 
supplies. But his passionate nature reversed every- 
thing for him, and for the high crime for which he 
was convicted the judge sentenced him to Omoa. 

In Omoa Don Pedro had time to think. Many 
things came back to memory, but outstanding among 
them was the Bible that his mother used to have. Few 
people in his home community read the Bible, but 
Don Pedro’s mother was one of the exceptions. Now 
he felt that he must have that Book. He felt that it 
would somehow help him out of this impossible situ- 
ation. He asked the prison guards to secure a copy 
for him, and strangely enough, those men commis- 
sioned to prevent his escape to freedom found him a 
copy of the Book that makes men free. 

Don Pedro read the Book with great interest and 
personal concern. Whenever he heard of an evangeli- 
cal mission, he would write asking for books and 
pamphlets to guide him to a better understanding of 
the Bible. In that way he gathered a good stock of 
Christian literature within the prison walls. 

Then the Bible worked a miracle. Don Pedro be- 
came a different man. The change became so evident 
that the authorities noted it, with the result that one 
day Don Pedro was released, a free man again. 

But what is freedom to an ex-prisoner? To gauge 
its value he must determine how his old friends feel 
toward him. After leaving Omoa, one first comes to 
the port of Cortez. Though still far from home, Don 
Pedro met in Cortez a few old cronies. What a joyful 
meeting! Immediately they invited him to the near- 
est saloon to celebrate the occasion. ‘“‘Just for old 
times’ sake, you know,” they said. But what was their 
old pal’s answer? “Frankly, men,” he told them, “I 
have made a change. I don’t drink any more.” Then 
he proceeded to do a very sensible thing. Instead of 
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coldly rebuffing their well-meant expression o 
friendship, he requested their help. He said to them: 
“‘Won’t you do this for me? Won’t you, my old com 
panions, give me the money that you would hay 
spent for. drinks? That would help me get home.” 
They gladly took up a collection and gave it to him. 
With that money he went part of the long tri 
across country toward home. When funds ran low, : 
looked for work. The police recommended him, an 
he secured a job as head night watchman with 
responsible company. I had sent him literature whe 
he was at Omoa and I visited him during his night-} 
watchman days. What a joyous Christian character} 
he was! After working for some time and thoroughly, 
rehabilitating himself, Don Pedro returned to his) 
own section of the country and took up residence ini 
La Villa, a place not far from his old home town. 
The Book his mother read is the Book that Don} 
Pedro, through his own experience, has learned tof 


treasure; for by reading it he has become free indes | 


The small open-air theater is crowded, and the congrega- 
tion differs from usual churchgoers; for the worshipers 
carry rifles and wear dungarees. It is a lovely day; sun- 
shine flows down upon bare heads. Clear skies, warm 
weather and an end to leaky bunkers and muddy roads. 
In less than an hour most of the men will board trucks 
and return to the front lines. But this Sunday for these 
Marines in Korea was an extra-special day. The battal- 
ion chaplain originated the idea and talked it over with 
the colonel, who passed the ball to the troops, who took 
the situation in hand by inviting Korean high-school pu- 
pils to be their choir during Sunday services. 

In the picture Chaplain R. L. Crabtree of the First 
Armored Amphibian Battalion in Korea is presenting 
Scriptures supplied by the American Bible Society to 
the members of the high school choir. 


Dawn is Beginning to Break 


The Secretary of the Mexico Agency reports on the progress being made in 
translating the Scriptures into Mexican Indian dialects 
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HE Summer Institute of Linguistics (Wycliffe Bible 
Translators) have made wonderful progress in 
heir linguistic studies, covering within seventeen 
years of active work practically all of the fifty-one 
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_ Chol *‘preac Wins boys” discuss a tentative draft of a part 
of the new translation in their language 


Bibes of Mexico by giving written form to their dia- 
ects. The Institute has published tentative editions 
of Scripture portions in twenty-eight different dia- 
ects. The American Bible Society has approved and 
published from one up to four different books of the 
Bible in each of the following Indian languages, 
ising the Institute’s translations: Cuicateco, Chol, 
Huasteco, Maya, Mazateco, Mexicano del Istmo, 
Aixteco, Otomi del Mezquital, Otomf Oriental, 
Tarahumara, Tarasco, Totonaco, Trique, ‘Tzeltal, 
Tzotzil, Zapoteco del Istmo, Zapoteco de la Sierra 
Juarez, and Zoque. 

- Generation after generation have these forgotten 
people been waiting for the light of the Gospel to be 
piven to them in their own tongues. Now the dawn 
s beginning to break! The government has estab- 
ished a number of cultural centers among these 
Indian tribes and is carrying on systematic literacy 
ampaigns and social and industrial activities, which 
are actually incorporating them into the life of the 
lation. 

Spiritual revivals are taking place among some of 
the tribes, the outstanding of which is that among the 
[zeltals in the State of Chiapas. The translation of the 

entire New Testament has been completed in ‘Tzeltal, 
and parts are now being printed. Miss Marianna 
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Slocum, a translator working with the Tzeltals, is 
helping them live according to the Pauline Epistles 
as their local church grows and develops. She wants 
them to have the Epistles gradually rather than all 
at once, so that the new believers may more ade- 
quately appreciate them. Then, when the whole New 
Testament comes out in print, it will not be a com- 
pletely strange book to a large number of the people. 

For their neighbors, the Chol, a translation of the 
entire Testament is also completed in draft form and 
is being given final testing and revision. There are 
now over 3,000 believers among the Chol, who are 
ministered to by a group of more than a hundred 
“preacher boys” who visit local groups in tiny vil- 
lages and who evangelize along the rough trails that 
lace the rugged mountains of their homeland. Mr. 
John Beekman, a missionary of the Reformed 
Church, spends about two weeks out of every two or 
three months giving groups of these young men in- 
structions. Quietly but earnestly Mr. Beekman talks 
with them in small groups, helping them understand 
more fully the very Scriptures that some of them have 
helped translate into their own soft tongue. Then they 
set out for villages that have asked them to come. 
Well aware that they do not have all wisdom, these 
men end every talk with a prayer that if they have 
said anything that is not true, God will wipe it out. 

‘““Wednesday evening prayer meeting” is held on 
Wednesday morning in these villages because of the 
danger of walking the trails after dark. But despite 
the many difficulties they must face, the “‘preacher 
boys” continue their ministry that their people may 
be strengthened in the Word. 


A Typical Chaplain’s Letter 


Chaplain L. 
North Carolina: 


G. Burrus writes from Camp Lejeune, 


On two previous occasions I have written you re- 
questing a supply of Bibles and Testaments, and you 
have responded most generously. But the demand for 
Bibles never ceases, and for that we can be grateful and 
hopeful. Were it another and less significant commodi- 
ty, I would feel that in making still another request for 
Bibles I am putting our office in a greedy position. We 
cannot keep up with the demand for Bibles, although 
we have sufficient New Testaments to carry us through 
the next four or five months at the present rate of de- 
mand. Please, therefore, send us at your earliest con- 
venience three hundred complete Bibles. 


Glimpses of Japanese 


N EARLY February Secretary Miyakoda of the Japan 
Bible Society visited seven of the large cities of the coun- 
try, where he conferred with colporteurs, denominational 
representatives and missiona- 
ries. The three stories that fol- 
low are taken from his report of 
this most rewarding trip: 

In the city of Yahata, Rev. 
O. Murakami, a pastor there 
and one of the Japan Bible So- 
ciety’s volunteer colporteurs, 
stated that while the coal mines 
were closed during a nation- 
wide strike at the end of last 
year, and all activities were at a 
standstill for nearly a month, he 
enlisted some of his young 
church members, almost all of 
whom worked in the mines, to 
help him in distributing 10,000 
copies of the Scriptures among the miners’ families. 


> 


“*“Gomen kudasat,’ 
on the door, or “‘Pardon my troubling you” 


Mr. Kiuchi was a colporteur in Kobe before the war. 
During the war period he returned to his native place, the 
Fukuokaken coal-mining district, where he began to work 
as a miner. Although still working as a miner, Mr. Kiuchi 
serves as one of the Japan Society’s colporteurs, distribut- 
ing Scriptures on his days off. He is now fifty-five years old 
and still very active, although he has reached the age of re- 


says the colporteur as he knocks 


Colporteurs at Work 
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tirement according to the coal-mining code. Mr. Kiuch 
attended Secretary Miyakoda’s meeting in the city of Fu 
kuoka, where he stated that he wanted to continue servin 
as God’s distributor in his na; 
tive place, especially amon 
coal miners 
At the conference at Yahata 
a pastor stood up and told o 
one of his Sunday-school boys, 
who had recently given a splen4 
did witness. A group of boys 
had been playing ball and ha 
broken a window glass. The 
was the noise; and when the 
man of the house came out, 
the boys ran away except the 
Sunday-school boy. He stood 
before the man and said he had! 
broken the window. The man,, 
who had come out of the house} 
in a very angry mood, was touched by the boy’s sincerity} 
and asked why he had not fled but stayed to face the con-| 
sequences. Straightway the boy told the man that he had} 
learned the lesson, through the story of Jonah at Sunday} 
school, that ‘‘Nothing can be hid from God”; so why run} 
away from a man! The boy was praised by the house-} 
holder and returned to his home. This story was then re+4 
lated by the man whose window had been broken to one} 
of his Christian friends, who in turn told it to the pastor,} 


So 


They Remember Penzotti in Guatemala 


How the Sixtieth Anniversary of the opening of the Central America Agency | 
was celebrated, as told by the Society's Secretary there 


BY JACOB MW. 


HE American Bible Society established its Agency 
ali Central America in 1892. Its first Secretary 
was Francis G. Penzotti, who after serving there for 
fourteen years served in the La Plata Agency, with 
headquarters in Buenos Aires, Argentina for another 
fourteen years and was succeeded in this latter field 
by his son Paul, whose term of office was twenty-five 
years. The name of Penzotti was a great name for 
over fifty years in Latin America Bible Society work. 

When Francis Penzotti opened the Central Amer- 
ica Agency in 1892 its headquarters was not at Cris- 
tobal, Canal Zone, where it has been since 1916, but 
was located in Guatemala City. Last year the sixtieth 
anniversary of the Central America Agency was cele- 
brated in various ways but, perhaps, most fittingly in 
the naming of a Christian elementary school in Gua- 
temala City after the first Agency Secretary. The 
“Colegio Francisco G. Penzotti’”’ is more than a me- 
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morial in that it stands as a witness to the close asso- 
ciation between the Bible and education. The schoo 
is supported by the parents of the children who at 
tend it. It is administered and staffed by Guatema- 
lans. While the name was chosen in recognition of the 
general debt that education owes to the Bible, it wa 
also chosen because of the specific debt that Guate- 
malan evangelicals feel they owe to Mr. Penzotti fo 
his heroic and eminently successful pioneer work be- 
gun sixty years ago. 

The cry of Christians in Guatemala and all ov 
Central America is, ‘We need Christian day school 
for our children.” The day has passed when missions 
can build, equip and man such schools; but a ne 
day seems to be dawning when Christian parents are 
uniting in an effort to establish this new type oO 
school. It is the Bible that has influenced parents to 
undertake this sacrificial work. (Continued on page 87) 
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It was a high honor to 
participate in the dedica- 
tion of the new school by 
presenting a picture of Sefior 
Penzotti to be placed in the 
new school named in _ his 
honor. For as a result of his 
preaching and reading of 
the Bible we see today in 
Guatemala not only schools, 
but churches, hospitals and 
above all, sincere Christian 
homes in every part of the 
republic. These institutions 
are the measure of what has 
been accomplished by one 
‘consecrated man, who, like 
clared by his life ‘This one 


the great Apostle, de- 
thing I do.’ With the 


( ‘NHAPLAIN John Deutschlaender is one of the rank- 
ing officers in the American sector in Germany. 
He has appealed to the Society for Scriptures for 
churches he has found in need. From the pastor of a 
church in Wiesbaden comes this word of thanks: 


A few days ago I received twenty Bibles from Chaplain 
John Deutgchlaender. In the name of my congregation I 
wish to thank you for this highly welcome gift. ‘There are 
still members of our congregation who are unable to satisfy 
the basic needs of material life. And some, of course, spend 


are now in a position to supply them with the most impor- 
tant thing, the Word of God. It may remind them of the 
truth of the statement that man does not live by bread 
alone. I sincerely hope that your gift will come as a bless- 
ing to many. 

From a worker among the refugees who keep 
swarming through the Iron Curtain from the Eastern 


Zone comes the following: 


A few days ago we again received from the German 
Bible Society in Stuttgart, according to our request, a ship- 
ment of Bibles and New Testaments for distribution in 
refugee camps. We have been advised that we owe this 
contribution to your kindness. We have acknowledged the 
receipt of Bibles and New Testaments to Stuttgart, but 
would also like to thank you for the copies of the Word of 
God that you have sent us. Our workers have many oppor- 
tunities to use them in the numerous refugee camps. At the 
present time there are great numbers of people arriving in 
the camps and our experience teaches us that the hearts 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 
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their money for other purposes. Thus we are glad that we’ 


Young Guatemala at the Penzotti School 


faithful propagation of the Gospel, who can tell what 
they will multiply to mean in the days to come? 


Words of Gratitude from Germany 


that have gone through sufferings and hardship are wide 
open for the words of the Living God. We are praying for 
blessing and success for this our service. God bless you and 
your most important work. 
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Mr. Waterman, Associate Secretary for Translations, 
working with Navaho translators 
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R. Loomis and Dwight Heine discuss the 
revision of the Marshallese Bible 


Miss Annetta Holsted and Dr. Nida at work with 
Tagabawa translators in the Philippines 


This lad in Ecuador can read the big Spanish 
Bible at the United Andean Mission 
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The Book of Life (Continued) 


Every missionary realizes how easy it is to make silly and em. 
barrassing mistakes in speaking a foreign language. But perhap: 
none has been more shocked than one missionary who discoy. 
ered that in one of his favorite sermons about “‘going to heaven,” 
he pronounced the words so incorrectly that the people thought 
he was telling them ‘“‘to go sit on a stick”! 

Where the technical language problems of sounds and gram- 
mar leave off, then some of the most difficult matters of trans- 
lating only begin. What is one to do in Balinese with the words 
of Jesus, “you generation of vipers’? The Balinese people re- 
gard the viper as the sacred snake of their heavenly paradise. 
A literal translation of these words make it appear that Jesus 
was complimenting the hypocrites of his day. Accordingly, in- 
stead of “generation of vipers” the Balinese translation reads, 
“vou offspring of creeping vermin,’—a good description of 
hypocrites in any language. 

Not always word for word 

One can always translate word for word, but the meaning 
may be distorted or completely missed. One translator rendered 
the phrase “gird up the loins of your mind’’ as “put a belt 
around the hips of your thoughts.’”’ No one reading that transla- 
tion knew that it meant, “Be alert in your thinking.” Even such 
an apparently obvious expression as “Get thee behind me, 
Satan” was translated into one language in such a way that it 
meant, “‘Get behind me and back me up in this.” Certainly 
Jesus was not soliciting Satan’s assistance. 

The ways in which people talk about the experiences of life 
may be utterly different, and yet they may be saying exactly 
the same thing. We use the word “‘sorrow,”? but the Bambara 
people of West Africa say, ‘‘My eye is black.”” The Habbes on 
the Ivory Coast also talk about sorrow but they say, “‘My liver 
is sick.”” The Mossi people to the north of the Gold Coast insist 
that sorrow is best described by saying, “‘My heart is speiled”; 
but the Uduks, living in the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, would 
say, ““My stomach is heavy.” 

The idioms of aboriginal languages often reveal keen insight 
into human nature. The Pames in central Mexico say that a liar 
is simply a “‘much-speaker.”? The person is rare who can speak 
much without distorting or adding to the truth. The Cakchiquels 
in Guatemala regard an untrustworthy man as “one who gam= 
bles with his words.”? Not infrequently, one encounters expres 
sions which strike home with resounding familiarity. We say that 
a person is “‘a pain in the neck,” but the Marshallese of Microné- 
sia go us one better; they say, ‘‘He’s a fishbone in my throat.” 

It seems incredible to many people that the languages of ab 
riginal tribes, who are regarded as being terribly “primitive,” 
can possibly have enough words with which to express the truths 
of Scripture. It is just plain nonsense to think that primitive 
man has a vocabulary of three or four hundred words and ekes 
out the rest of his meaning with grunts and squeals. It is per- 
fectly true that aboriginal people do not have words for thin 
which they do not know, but they still know infinitely more 
than most so-called civilized people would imagine. A recent 
dictionary of Zulu, a language of South Africa, has more than 
30,000 entries, with 120 distinct words just to describe different 
ways of walking. The Marshallese have at least sixty different 
words to describe different parts of cocoanut trees and nuts. _ 

There are thousands of words in all languages, but one may 
ask, ‘‘Can these words be used for translating the spiritual truths 
of the Scriptures?” Indeed so! However, the results may not 
be precisely what we would expect. One cannot go up to some 
aboriginal and say, “What is your word for sanctification”? 
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hey do not have such technical expressions, but it is possible 
o talk about sanctification in any language. It just means that 
€ must use terms which will be meaningful to the speakers. 
(his is precisely what Ephraim Alphonse did as he worked 
among the Valiente Indians of Panama. He noticed how the 
omen washed their clothes in the streams and then always put 
he clean clothes in baskets which never kept anything but clean 
clothes. He explained to the people, ‘You see, sanctification is 
ike that, “being washed and kept clean.’ ’? What a tragedy that 
fo such a great extent’ we have lost the meaning of this great 
Bible doctrine by hiding it behind a long compound word 
porrowed from Latin! 


. A book of life, not magic 

_ “To love the Lord with one’s heart” seems to us the only 
proper way of speaking. Accordingly, we may be shocked when 
we learn that the Karré people of French Equatorial Africa say 
that they love the Lord with their livers, and the Conobs of 
Guatemala love the Lord with their stomachs, and the Mar- 
shallese love Him with their throats. Our first impulse is to re- 
eard such expressions as unworthy of Scripture. But we must 
recognize that there is no magic in the words of the Bible— 
rather, there is power in the message of the Bible. In this sense 
the Bible is not like other religious books. Sitting along the 
treets of Dakar in West Africa are men who will read the Koran 
or an hour er more, if only you pay them a few cents. Of 
ourse, no one would ever think of waiting to listen to them. 
It is the mechanical reading of the words which is supposed to 
Bive you merit or bring you luck, for the words themselves have 
a magic power. This is not true of the Bible. It is the Book of 
ife, but only so when it is translated into life by those who 
nderstand and believe its message. 

There has been no other book like the Bible, because there has been 
no other message like the message of the Bible. 

For those of us who may have grown up with the Bible and 
have lived surrounded by those who have given at least nominal 
assent to it€ truths, the Bible may not seem to be unique. It is 
out on the front lines of conflict with other religious beliefs that 
he uniqueness of its message becomes strikingly apparent. 


Not a search for God 

In the first place, the Bible is not a story of man groping in 
the dark, trying to feel his way toward God. The Bible reflects 
no basic scepticism so characteristic of Oriental faiths, nor is 
God chained to inexorable fate, as he so largely is in Islam. 
In the message of the Bible it is God who has made the way. It 
is God who was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself. 
The Oriental non-Christian who reads the Bible thoughtfully 
cannot escape the surprise that in the message of the Bible 
God takes the initiative in redeeming man. It is God who deals 
with man’s consuming ego, which has ruined so much of earth 
and which would destroy heaven, unless redeemed and trans- 
formed. The Bible takes sin seriously, not as an environmental 
maladjustment but as a chronic rebellion against the will and 
person of God. Furthermore, this same message, which takes 
sin-seriously, has taken redemption seriously. Man stands in 
need of the atoning death of the Saviour, by whom and through 
whom men are reconciled to God. This message is not meta- 
physical theory, but a living reality. It is unique. 


Not divorced from morality 

_ In the second place, the peoples of the world are amazed when 
they read the message of Jesus Christ, for there they sce no ten- 
dency to divorce morality and religion. In so many of their 
own religious systems, a man may be ever-so (Continued on page 91) 
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Mrs. Hudspith, wife of the Society’s Secretary 
in Bolivia, works with Dr. Nida and others 
on the translation of the Aymara Scriptures 
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Africa— Yor, a native helper in the translation of 
the Shilluk Scriptures, examining a manuscript 


Africa— Missionary Wesley Sadler works in 
the Loma language with his helper 
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An Aymara Indian types out the manu- 
script for the New Testament now 
being prepared in jus language 
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The Word of Truth 


Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
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The Bible Speaks to Us 


Ay had the radio turned on, and the music made a soft 
R background as he read the Bible. He was studying 
his Sunday-school lesson. He pushed the book to one side 
and started to write some notes, when he thought he heard a 
soft voice near him. He listened. It probably was the radio. 
But as he glanced up, the leaves of the Bible rustled, and 


Ray heard the voice again. The Bible seemed to be speak- 
ing to him: 

“T am a very old book,” it began with its soft voice. “I 
am old and yet I am ever new.”? Ray wanted to ask just 
what that meant, but the Bible went on: 

“Many men wrote me, and many men gave their lives 
to preserve me. I was first written on stone tablets, and 
later I was copied on scrolls. 

“I was growing, for God walked with men and spoke 
through His Prophets. Their sayings were written down. 
God spoke to men’s hearts, and they wrote down the 
thoughts He had given them. These became books of the 
Bible, all part of me. 

“T belonged to the Jewish people then, and the part of 
me which is called the Old Testament is the Bible of the 
Hebrew people. The Jewish people who spoke only Greek 
could not read me, so I was translated from the Hebrew 
into the Greek language by seventy scholars. Then I was 
called the Septuagint; Septuagint means ‘seventy.’ 

“TI had often spoken of God’s Son who was to come to 
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earth. When Jesus Christ came and was upon earth He ha 
many followers. Some of them wrote down His words and 
deeds, and later others wrote letters to the new churches 
which were springing up across the land, and those writing: 
and letters became the New Testament. By the year 
A.D., the Old and New Testaments had been put together, 
and I became the Bible. 

‘The Romans wanted to read me, so I was translate 
into the common, or ordinary, tongue of the people, a 
this translation by Jerome is called the Vulgate (Lat 
vulgus, common). 

“My first English translation was made about the yea 
700. A lay brother who lived at Whitby Abbey heard my 
stories so often that he began to sing them like songs. Th 
people, who could not read because I was written in Latin 
loved the sound of the words, and later a great Engli 
scholar, the Venerable Bede, began translating my pag 
into the language of the people. In 1383 John Wyclif trans 
lated both my Old and New Testaments into English. I 
was an expensive book in those days, costing about $1 
per copy. One man gave several loads of hay for just a fey 
pages. 

“In 1456 I was first printed. Up to that time I had been 

hand-written. Now my letters were shiny and black and, 
although they were printed in Latin, they were more easily 
read. Martin Luther translated me into the German lan- 
guage in 1534. The people of Germany read me to learn 
more about God’s words and ways. ‘ 
“In 1525 William Tyndale translated my New Testament 
and part of my Old Testament into English. The Tyndale 
translation was so accurate and sure that it has largely} 
survived in most of my translations since then. 

“In 1535 my translation into English was completed by 
Miles Coverdale. , 

“In 1537 I was reprinted from a manuscript left by 
William Tyndale. I was called Matthew’s Bible because I 
carried a dedication signed by a Thomas Matthew. In this 
form I became the basic text for our present English Bible. 

“In 1539 the Great Bible was printed and became th 
official Bible of England. I was called the Great Bible 
because of my size. (Continued on page 91) 
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From a large, heavy envelope cut away the corner. Write 
your favorite Bible verse 
on it, or the name of the 
Bible book, with chapter 
and verse. If you like to 
use water colors or cray- 
ons, trim the cut edge 
with color and then slip 
the corner over the page 
where you have been 
reading. This illustration 
to the left is the exact size. 


Bible verse 
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“In 1560 I was reprinted in a smaller size for use by the 
people and I was called the Geneva Bible, the first English 
Bible with verses. 

“In 1568 I was again revised for use in the churches and 
I was called the Bishop’s Bible. 

“In 1609 I was printed in France, and this time I was 
called the Rheims-Douai Bible, the Roman Catholic 

ersion. 

“In 1611 I was translated again from all the manu- 
Scripts then available. This time I was called the King 

ames Version, because King James was then King of Eng- 
land. So I have come down through the years. I have been 
jtranslated many times from the ancient writings and from 

ritings which have been found in caves and vaults. The 
languages change and scholars retranslate me, so that 
many people may better understand my words. I am 
God’s Word to men. I speak the truth. I am known and 
loved in every country of the world. 
| “Now I am translated into many languages so all people 
may read my words. Men take me to the far corners of the 
earth, and wherever I go I.am read and followed.” 


The Bible pages ruffled in the breeze for a moment and 
then lay still. Ray lifted his head. ‘‘I’ve been asleep,” he 
thought: “I must have been asleep, books can’t talk.’ The 
Bible was open on the table. But the words were still in 
Ray’s memory, and the voice had been so clear, perhaps it 
was not a dream after all. 

Ray picked up the Bible and began to read again, slowly 
and with great interest. A book with such a wonderful 
history, he thought, must be read every day! 
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God Be in Hiv Head 


God be in my head, 
And in my understanding; 


God be in my mouth, 
And in my speaking; 


God be in my eyes, 
And in my looking; 


God be in my heart 
And in my thinking; 


God be at my end, 
And at my departing. 


Sarum Primer, 1558 


The Book of Life (Continued) 


evil and at the same time profoundly religious. For them, 
eligion is primarily a technique for controlling spirit forces 
hrough incantations, prayers, charms and ritual observ- 
ances. Too often their religious leaders are simply those 
ivho know the traditional chants, not those whose moral 
influence challenges men to goodness. I once met one of 
he pagan religious leaders of the northern Congo. His 
specialty was murder by black magic, and his life had been 
la series of violent crimes; but he was master of the secret 
formulae, and this entitled him to religious leadership. 

We Christians always stand in the danger of religious 
Pharisaism—of making idols out of words, even as others 
ake idol§ out of wood. But the message of Jesus Christ 
leaves no place in which to hide our pet sins behind the 
mask of religiosity. In Christ religious belief and moral 
action can never be separated. 

Not a code of laws 
In the third place, the message of the Word of God is not 

a code of laws but a way of life. Jesus Christ prescribed no 
detailed system of conduct; rather, he proclaimed eternal 
principles which would sanctify all human relationships. 
People have complained that no one could possibly live up 
to the standard set by Jesus for his followers. If people are 
to depend solely on their own strength, this is perfectly 
true. But the life proclaimed by Jesus Christ is a kind of 
supernatural life; for ““what the law could not do, in that 
it was weak through the flesh,” God accomplished by 
sending His own Son. 

: Demand for the message 

Never has there been such a demand for this message of 

life. In Brazil people are clamoring for at least twice as 
many Bibles as we have ever been able to provide in any 
one year. But it is not surprising that the Churches of 
Brazil are asking for 300,000 Bibles next year. One cannot 
‘sow the seed” of a million Gospels distributed each year 
for several years without experiencing unprecedented de- 
mands for the whole Bible. 
ee Demand for clarity 

- Not only is there a demand for more Bibles, but for more 
easily understood ones. There are more revisions of the 
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Bible going on now than at any other time in the history of 
Christendom. Whether in Japanese, Tagalog, Cebuano, 
Marshallese, Indonesian, Thai, Hindustani, Urdu, Zulu, 
Chiluba, Bulu, Hausa, Brazilian, Portuguese, or Spanish, 
the demand is the same, ‘‘We must have the Scriptures 
which will speak in present-day words to the hearts of 
living men and women.” The message of the Bible re- 
mains the same, but the words must often be revised if this 
message is to speak with equal force to succeeding genera- 
tions. These people throughout the world do not regard 
the Bible as a mere fetish, or the possession of it as a mark 
of social respectability. They want to read it, to under- 
stand it and to be transformed by its message. 

There has been no other message like the message of the Bible, 
for there has been no other person like Jesus Christ 

We say that God has made a way. That way is Jesus 
Christ. 

We affirm that there is no divorcing of morality and 
religion in the message of God’s Word. That truth was 
revealed in Jesus Christ. 

We declare that the message of the Bible is a message of 
life; that life is the life of the Son of God. He is the way and 
truth and the life. He is not to be regarded as a dead 
Saviour but as the living Christ and ever-present Lord. 
He is the living Word, the message of the written Word. 


How the message transformed the Tzeltals 

But does this message transform the lives of men who 
will believe it? Most certainly! It has meant life to count- 
less millions throughout the centuries, but it also speaks 
with equal power to men and women today. Right now 
this message is transforming the lives of hundreds of 
Tzeltal Indians in southern Mexico. 

The Tzeltals, who live in the vicinity of Oxchuc, Chia- 
pas, have worshiped a book for many years. It is a small 
sixteen-page parchment notebook, with a few lists of sup- 
plies jotted down by a government official some 250 years 
ago. The Indians could not read this book but they called 
it “Our Lord.” Each New Year they passed it from one 
half of the tribe to the other in elaborate ceremonies, with 
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Bible Presentation at Annapolis 


Thirty-nine years ago a Bible in the King James Version 
was presented to Byron Brown Ralston when he graduated 
from the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis with 
the class of 1914. Commander Byron B. Ralston still has 
this Bible and he was present—with Treasurer Darlington 
of the American Bible Society, Treasurer Charles C. Duke 
of the Maryland Bible Society and Mr. Albert R. DeFord, 
Board Member of the Maryland Bible Society—at an 
Interfaith Conference held in Memorial Hall at the Naval 
Academy on May 3, 1953, at which all of the members of 
the 1953 graduation class were present. 

At this conference 554 copies of the King James Version 
Bible, published by the American Bible Society and bound 


Front row (left to right): Commander Byron B. Ralston, USN 
(Ret.), Secretary of the Watson Foundation; Lieutenant Com- 
mander EF. T. Michaels, USN, Roman Catholic chaplain; Albert 


R. Dekord, Board Member of the Maryland Bible Society; 
Lieutenant Marshall Brenneman, USN, Protestant Chaplain; 
Gilbert Darlington, Treasurer of the American Bible Society. Back 
row (left to right): Rabbi Morris D. Rosenblatt, Congregation 
Kneseth Israel, Annapolis; Commander Merle N. Young, USN, 
Senior Naval Academy Chaplain; and Charles C. Duke, Treasurer 
of the Maryland Bible Society. 


in durable blue fabric, with the Seal of the Academy on 
the cover, were presented to the members of the graduat- 
ing class who had indicated that they would like to have 
such a Bible. At the same time the Maryland Bible Society 
presented copies of the New Testament and Psalms bound 
in leather to those graduates who expressed a desire for 
such a ‘Testament. Representatives of the Jewish and Ro- 
man Catholic faiths were present and presented copies of 
the Holy Scriptures to other members of the class who had 
expressed the desire for them. 

The Maryland Bible Society has been presenting attrac- 
tive leather-bound copies of the New Testament and 
Psalms for many years to each graduating class at the 
United States Naval Academy. This year, because of a 
generous gift from The John Jay and Eliza Jane Watson 
Foundation (of which Commander Ralston is Secretary), 
the distribution of the King James Version Bibles was 
resumed. It is hoped that this distribution will continue 
each year to further the happiness and spiritual welfare 
of the young officers of the Naval Academy, 
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The care with which Commander Ralston has kept his 
Bible and the value of his experience and example give 
added meaning to this year’s distribution of Bibles and. 
Testaments to the graduates of the Naval Academy. It is 
a pleasure to report that full and effective cooperation 
was given to the distribution by Merle N. Young, 
Senior Chaplain at the United States Naval Academy, 
and by the other chaplains on his staff. 


: 
burning candles, smoking incense, riotous feasting and 
moral debauchery. This book was their god, but their lives 
were so ridden with witchcraft that about one man in | 


The Book of Life (Concluded) 


was engaged in black magic in an effort to destroy the 
prosperity and lives of his personal enemies. People scarce- 
ly dared to own a pig for fear that jealousy would prompt 
their neighbors to seek means to kill them. Illegal liquor | 
dealers profited from the social chaos to debauch the} 
people further and to put them in chains of debt. 

But a missionary came to these people; a Gospel was 
translated, and part of this message was put gn some} 
phonograph records and played to curious bystanders at} 
tending some of the noisy religious festivals. One small 
group of men and women were deeply touched by the 
story of Jesus, who died that they might have life. | 
walked for two days to visit the missionary and hear more. 
Then they invited the missionary and a nurse, who was 
her companion in the work, to come and live in their tiny 
village. ; 

The transforming power of the story of Jesus was'so con= ) 
tagious that this little group soon grew to several hundred. | 
Persecution became violent; some were killed, others ime} 
prisoned. These who had abandoned the drunken festivals | 
were summoned to appear before the local court. They} 
arrived, but instead of bringing their guns, as their enemies } 
had expected, they came with Gospels and hymn books. | 
Then, after making their defense by explaining the joy of 
their newly found way of life, they knelt in the central 
square of the town and prayed that those who had falsely 
accused them would come to see the truth of this new way | 
of life. ’ 

All this time the liquor dealers were threatened with 
ruin, so they set fire to the mud-wall, thatch-roof church | 
which the Christians had built with such devotion to ac 
commodate the rapidly growing congregation of about | 
1,000 members. As the flames raced up the dry thatch- 
roof, the believers who lived near by rushed to rescue the 
little hand organ and some of the benches. In the few 
minutes the former church was only smoldering ruins. 
But again the people knelt, and this time they asked God 
to forgive those who had so heartlessly destroyed the work 
of their hands. 

The enemies of God may destroy the sanctuaries of wor- 
ship but not the living faith of transformed lives. Now, 
instead of one church building among the Tzeltals, there 
are three, and twelve chapels—with almost three thousand 
persons for whom the message of the Bible has become 
the message of life: for they have come to know Him who 
gave His life that all men might live. 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 


Annual Membership in the Society is secured through 
a gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 

he Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Directorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
spondence from members and devote this page in each 
ssue to that purpose. | 


rom Altoona, Iowa (with a gift of $100): 


_ As I read each issue of your paper I value it more 
each time for the good news it has from so many 
elds of the good you are doing. I can’t find words to 
express my thanks, except to say, God bless all of 
you in sending forth that blessed Word! 


7 rom Rosalia, Washington (with a gift of $25): 


_ We would like to have you know that our daughter 
rites to a girl in Germany, who, thinking apparently 
e didn’t have Bibles, sent one of hers and it was 
rinted by your Society! We know you are doing a 
onderful work. Keep it up! That is the thing that 
vill count. 


rom Youngstown, Ohio: 


- Enclosed you will find my check for $25 to be used 
or the furtherance of the work of your great organi- 
zation. The increasing knowledge of the Word of 


God and His opening of the hearts of men to receive 
it is certainly leavening the lump of world thinking, 
so sorely needed. There is, of course, no other solu- 
tion of our problems. I thank you for the fine work 
the Bible Society is doing and feel privileged to make 
a small contribution to it. 


From a Friend: 


Herewith are $2. I recently received a letter from a 
missionary in Haiti. He mentioned in answer to my 
question that your Bibles are being distributed on this 
Island. Just another indication of the great good that 
you are doing. 


From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 


I enclose my check for $200 for the work of the 
American Bible Society. I think the work of the 
Society is about the best way of doing missionary 
service. May the Lord bless the great Bible Society. 


From West Chester, Pennsylvania: 


Here’s my check for the wonderful work the Amer- 
ican Bible Society is doing. I know that the Society 
has endless needs and always does its best to meet 
them. I am glad to have a share in the work. 


From Brooklyn, New York: 

In memory of my husband, friends aré sending the 
enclosed amount ($5) for Bibles wherever they are 
most needed. 

I find the Bible Society Record most interesting. 


Bible Briefs 


An Oxford Bible, printed and bound just for the one great 
bccasion, was the official Bible upon which Queen Eliz- 
abeth II took the oath at the coronation ceremony in Lon- 
Hon’s Westminster Abbey on June 2. It was published by 
Oxford University Press at Oxford University. The text is 
he Authorized King James Version. 

- The Queen’s Bible was bound in scarlet Niger morocco, 
vith a white leather panel on the front. It is one of an edi- 
ion of only twenty-five copies. The other twenty-four will 
be bound in a slightly different style. They will be placed 
bn sale this summer, but no more than seven of the copies 

ill be available in the United States. No price has yet 
been set, but it is expected that it will be in the neighbor- 
ood of $500 per copy. Later an edition of 1,500 copies of 
his Bible will be available, printed on different paper and 
bound in a somewhat less luxurious style. 
* * * 


r 


Chaplain John M. Eggen of the Denver (Colorado) 
Zeterans Hospital, who speaks to patients over the com- 
munication system to bedside ear phones, gives one of the 
American Bible Society’s Illustrated Gospels to those pa- 
ients who wish to follow his reading of the Scriptures. 
ae ee 


- Gospels in specially prepared holders are supplied to 
supermarkets in Akron, Ohio under the sponsorship of six 
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churches of the city. The books are the pocket-size edition 
published by the American Bible Society. 
* * * 

“If I were a dictator the first book I would burn would 
be the Bible. I'd burn it because I'd realize that the whole 
concept of democracy came out of that book.” 

Quentin Reynolds, writer, editor, war cor- 
respondent. From article in ‘‘This I Believe.” 
* * * 

Hebrew Bibles in Japan! Yet this was the order received 
by the puzzled Japan Bible Society in Tokyo. Correspond- 
ence brought out the fact that in Shizuoka, a city of about 
two hundred thousand, an Old Testament study group had 
been organized in one of the churches. ‘The Japanese are a 
literate people and groups are eagerly studying the Bible 
in the original tongues. 

* * * 

Seventy-four Ryukyan students from Okinawa received 
copies of the New Testament and Psalms in their own 
language from the Pacific office of the American Bible 
Society when they arrived in San Francisco during their 
first week of American college orientation. So happy were 
the students to receive something in their own language 
that they carried the Scriptures with them everywhere 
and read them daily. 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


AUGUST 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Luke 13:17; 17 Luke 21:1-24 
2 Sunday, 18 Luke 21:25-38 
Luke 13:18-35 19 Luke 22:1-38 
3 Luke 14:1-14 20 Luke 22:39-71 
4 Luke 14:15-35 21 Luke 23:1-26 
5 Luke 15:1-10 22 Luke 23:27-56 
6 Luke 15:11-32 23 Sunday, 
7 Luke 16:1-18 Luke 24:1-12 
8 Luke 16:19-31 24 Luke 24:13-53 
9 Sunday, 25 Genesis 6:1—22 
Luke 171-21 26 Genesis 18:20-33 
10 Luke 17:22-37 27 Genesis 22:1-14 
i cnike 18:1-14 28 Genesis 25:24-34 
12) Luke 18:15-43 29 Genesis 32:22-32 
13. Luke LORI 27, 30 Sunday, 
14 Luke 19:28-48 Genesis 39:10-23 
15 Luke 20:1—26 31 Genesis 41:8-31 
16 Sunday, 
Luke 20:27-47 


Radio and Television 


Secretary Stifler will be heard on 
WOR, New York City, 710 kilocycles, in 
the last two talks of his summer series on 
the Radio Chapel hour at 9:30 Eastern 
Daylight Time, Sunday mornings August 
2 and 9. His topics will be: ‘‘A Baedeker 
for Newlyweds” and ‘Finding God with 
Your lingers.” 

In the New York area the Society also 
presents every Sunday morning two Bible 
Quiz programs. At 8 o’clock, Eastern 
Daylight Time, the radio program en- 
titled ““The Living Bible” is heard over 
Station WNEW (1130 kilocycles), and at 
9:15 the television program entitled 
“Know Your Bible” is seen on WNBT, 
Channel 4. 


As an award for winning for five suc- 
cessive weeks on the Society’s “Know 
Your Bible” Television Quiz program in 
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New York City, the three members of the 
Junior Department of the Sunday school 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Flush- 
ing, N. Y. chose to send fifty Bibles to 
Rev. and Mrs. C. Thomas Young, of the 
South America Indian Mission, which 
works among the unreached Indian tribes 
and the ranch people in the interior of 
Brazil. 

Early in May came a letter from Mr. 
Young, in which he said: 

Our work ts in the very center of South 
America and, working with the Indians who 
live along the Xingu River, the Bibles will be 
a big help in the work here. 

One man brought a Bible last December and 
his boss told me that through reading the Bible 
he accepted Christ as his Saviour and is a 
changed man. 


* * 


Newly Appointed 


Among recent visitors to the Bible 
House was Mr. Paul Nilson, who was on 
his way to take up his work as Associate 
Secretary of the Bible Lands, North, Agen- 
cy with headquarters at Istanbul. The 
son of missionaries to Turkey, Mr. Nilson 
has just completed a course of special 
studies at Hartford Theological Semi- 
nary. He will begin his new duties for 
the Society on August 1. 


* * 


May Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society was held at 
the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New 
York 22, on May 7, 1953, at 3:30 p.m., 
President Daniel Burke, LL.D., presiding. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Mr. C. E. Leavers. 

Dr. A. M. Chirgwin, Research Secre- 
tary of the United Bible Societies, with 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, 
spoke on the use of the Bible in Evange- 
lism and paid tribute to the colporteur 
as an evangelist. 

Rev. Farid Audeh, Chairman of the 
Advisory Council of the Bible Societies in 
the Lebanon, was also present and 
brought greetings from Christians in the 
Near and Middle East who, he stated, 
are being confronted with many great 
problems during these trying times and 
who so need the good news through the 
Bible and our continued prayers. 

The Board heartily welcomed Secre- 
tary and Mrs. Ralph Mortensen from 
China, they having arrived in New York 
on April 12. 

An edition of 3,000 copies in 12-point 
type of the Gospel of Luke in simple 
Spanish was authorized. 

Editions of the Scriptures in Aztec of 
the Sierra, Tzeltal, Cakchiquel, Conob, 


K’pelle, Mano and Panayan were al 
authorized. 


*x * 


June Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers c 
the American Bible Society was held a 
the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, Ney 
York 22,.0n June 4, 1953, at 3:30 pm 
President Daniel Burke, LL.D., presiding 

Devotional exercises were conductec 
by Secretary Ellingson. 

The following were elected Manage 
Randolph C. Brownell, Raymond Parro 
and Conover English. 

Secretary Mortensen gave an interest 
ing report on what was happening is 
China today and told of his experience 
there during the past two years. He wa 
applauded by the Board. 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting o 
May 14 were presented. = ; 

The Standing Committees were elect 
ed for the coming year, 1953-4954. 

The Auditors’ Report as of Decembe 
31, 1952 was presented to the Board. 

A copy of the Gospel of Mark in th 
Tchien language, the first publication ii 
this language of Liberia, together wit 
the English text, was presented. 

Rey. A. Paul Wright was appointe 
an Associate Secretary in the Ways an 
Means Department. ‘ 

It was reported that during “the firs 
quarter of 1953 a total of 10,024 em 
bossed volumes and Talking Book ree 
ords were distributed to the Blind. 

It was announced that at the c 
mencement service of the Moravian The: 
ological Seminary in Bethlehem, Pa., 0 
May 31, the Honorary degree of Doct 
of Letters (Litt.D.) was conferred upo 
General Secretary Mann “in recognitio: 
of his service to and through the A 
can Bible Society.” 


i 


How to get your RECORD 
without fail! 


According to a recent Post Office 
ruling, our subscribers are asked to_ 
inform promptly both their postmaster 
and the Brste Soctery Recorp at 450 
Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Ys, Ge 
any change of address. This will not 
only facilitate the prompt delivery of 
their paper but will avoid considerable 
expense. 


To EDITORS: The Bible Society 
Record invites reprinting of its arti- 
cles in whole or in part. Its con- 
tents are not copyrighted. 


137th Annual Meeting 


HE 137th Annual Meeting of the American Bible 

: Society was held at the Chapel of the Fifth Ave- 
mue Presbyterian Church, New York City, at 3 
jo'clock on May 14, 1953, with President Daniel 
Burke presiding. 

The devotional period was led by Dr. Alvin A. 
tAhern, a ministerial member of the Board. 
_ Secretary Stifler presented the report of the Board 
of Managers entitled ““The Book of Hope.” 
|} The following managers were reelected for the 
term 1953-1957: Orrin R. Judd, Ward Melville, 
Edward H. Hume, M.D., C. E. Leavers, Harry 
Hodges, H. A. Clinkunbroomer, H. R. Bowler, 
Robert R. Diefendorf, Mrs. Jesse M. Bader, Eugene 
Exman, John H. Ryder and Manuel E. Kulukundis. 

The following were elected Honorary Life Mem- 
bers, the citations being read by Secretary North: 


Mr. Toyojiro Tanaka 

Recently Vice-Secretary General of the Japan Bible 
Society, in recognition of most skilled and devoted service 
for forty years to the Bible cause, first as staff member, and 
then senior executive of the Agency of the American Bible 


Society in Japan; then as General Secretary of the Japan 
Bible Society; and since 1948 Vice-General Secretary of 
the Japan Bible Society—precise in business, wise in coun- 
sel, unswervingly loyal to the service of Christ. 

Dr. Roger H. Brown Miss Minnie Myers 
Mrs. ‘Thomas E. Hudspith Rev. Jack Cousley 


In recognition of their devoted and skilled labors in the 
recently completed revision of the New Testament in the 
language of the Quechua Indians of Bolivia. 


Mr. Lee Moor and 
Mrs. Betty Lee MacGuire of ‘Texas 


In recognition of their generous good will expressed in 
connection with the bequest of the late Mrs. Lee Moor. 

The business session was followed by Secretary 
Nida’s address, which appears in this issue. Secretary 
Nida had as his guest, Mrs. Karl Dalton, a member 
of the Navaho tribe of Indians, who presented him 
with the manuscript of the first complete Navaho 
New Testament. 

The meeting closed with the benediction pro- 
nounced by Dr. David J. Fant, Secretary of the New 
York Bible Society. 


In this picture are seen about half of the members 
of the new Advisory Council of the Society’s Philip- 
pines Agency, organized in March 1952 under the 


guidance of Secretary Collyer, who was present from 
Headquarters in New York. Seated at the extreme 
right is Secretary Fonger. The fourth man from the 
left in the front row is Dr. Gumersindo Garcia, chair- 
man of the Council. Dr. Garcia is a leading surgeon 
in the Philippines and president of Philippine Federa- 
tion of Christian Churches. For his outstanding 
leadership in all good causes the American Bible 
Society made him an Honorary Member at its An- 
nual Meeting in May 1952. 

At the time of its organization there were twenty- 
seven members of the Council—eight laymen, eight 
Filipino pastors, four bishops and seven missionaries. 
Already the good work of the Council is beginning to 
appear in the strengthening of the ties between the 
Bible Society and the Churches of the Islands and in 
the more efficient distribution of the Scriptures. 
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American Bible Society Directory 


President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries: E. M. North, F. H. Mann, R T. Taylor; 
Treasurer, Gilbert Darlington; Secretary for Public Relations, F. C. Stifler; Secre- 
tary for Promotion of Bible Use, James V. Claypool, 35 E. Wacker Drive, Chi- 
cago 1; Secretary for Translations, E. A. Nida; Secretary for Visual Materials, H. H. 
Ragatz; Secretary, Work for the Blind, Miss S. R. Barrett; Associate Secretaries, 
Foreign Department, P. A. Collyer, Laton E. Holmgren; Associate Secretary, Home 
Department, Richard H. Ellingson. 


HeEApDQuaRTERs: Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.; tele- 


phone, Plaza 94300. 


Disrricr Orrices in the United States: 116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, 
New York; 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa.; g East Franklin St., Baltimore 
2, Md.; Central Nat’! Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va.; 85 Walton St., Atlanta 
3, Ga.; 123 E. 6th St., Cincinnati 2, Ohio; 47 South gth St., Minneapolis 2, 
Minn.; 2233 Bryan St., Dallas 4, Texas; 1445 Glenarm, Denver 2, Colo.; 224 
McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Cal.; 164 North Euclid Ave., Pasadena 1, Cal. 


Diviston Orrices OF THE HAVEN MEMORIAL AGENCY FOR COLORED PEOPLE: 
56 Gammon Ave., S.E., Atlanta, Ga.; 10 W. Leigh Street, Richmond 20, Va.; 
5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio; 1825 Hall St., Dallas 4, Tex. 


Fieip Orrices: 4956 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 39, Pa.; 1504 Arrott Bldg., 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa.; 307 Baptist Bldg., Dallas 1, Texas; 1435 G Street, N.W., 
Washington 5, D.C.; 220 Wm. Howard ‘Taft Rd., Cincinnati 19, Ohio. 


Depositories located at same addresses in New York, Atlanta, Chicago (35 


E. Wacker Drive); Dallas and San Francisco. 


Forreicn AcEncies located in: Havana; Mexico City; Cristobal, Canal 
Zone; Lima, Peru; Bogota, Colombia; Caracas, Venezuela; Santiago, Chile; 
Buenos Aires, Argentina; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Istanbul, Turkey; Cairo, 
Egypt; Manila, P.I.; Bangkok, Thailand; Hongkong; Tokyo, Japan; Pusan, 


Korea. 


Cooperating Bible Societies in New England located in: Portland, Me.; 
Concord, N.H.; Burlington, Vt.; Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; Hartford, 


Conn. 


What Joy to know 


Your Financial Security 


Brings Spiritual Help 


Perhaps you, too, have often asked your- 
self, what can I do for our boys and their 
brave allies who are enduring anguish, 
many sacrificing their lives to safeguard 


my comfortable life ? 


One answer is to support the work of 
the American Bible Society, which is dedi- 
cated to the translation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in all dialects and languages and to 
their worldwide distribution without note 
or comment, wherever they are needed, in 
cooperation with all denominations. 


You 


aid this vital Christian 


when you buy an American Bible Society 

Annuity Agreement, which not only pro- 

vides you with an excellent return on 

your money—better than you can get* 
from many stocks and bonds—but with 

a safe, fixed income that you will always 

be able to depend upon the rest of your 
life. 


Why not learn more of this Christian 
Plan which provides for your future secu- 
rity and at the same time helps spread 
God’s Word? Send for the free explana- 


Cause tory booklet, “A Gift That Lives.” 
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